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Measure R Provides
Healthy Alternative

By Dave Harrold

A n member and past chatrman of
the Measure R Cltfzens” Owersight
Comnmbttes, | would like to let everyone
know  abuut the greal work that s
happening in Talare County a8 a resull
of Measure R Our commitiee meets
quuarierly and our purposc is e Inform
the public about Measure Rand ensure
thuind funcks ane spent &8 promised to the
pubilic. ¥or these of us who drive w
work or run errands ench day, it's easy
to tell that Messure R is improving our
rodds as we were . But I'd lboe
o point out that it's also doing a lot
more.

Fourteen percent of Measure R
funding is set aside for transit. bike,

pedeatnian and environmenial projects.
This funding category aims to lnk
reglonal bike systems. provide
Increased transit service and invest n
environmental mitigathan.,

In the past three years, many transit
improvements have been made and I'm
excited to report that development work
is happening now on what will be the
first reglonal trall project funded by
Mensure R.1t's called the Sants Fe Trail
Conpection and this 15-mie trafl will
preserve the extsiing ratlroad cormdor
and link the downtimvn arens ol Tulire
and Visalis - a first for our county.
Tulare County, the City of Visalia, the
City. of Tulare and TCAG have all
parinered on the comnection from
Prosperity Avenue to Avenue 272

1t's an exciting project and we hope to
see you &t the workshop oo it lnter this
year. Look for details on that public
meeting as they are announced at
TCMeasureR.com,

Improvements o our wansit scrvices

throughout Tulare County as a result ol
Measure R This funding has. allowed
Visalla Tranait to expand 1t Roule 7 to
include arens in north Visalia, pur-
chase two buses and increase iis
operaiing hours o B30 pm. on
Sundays. It has also alowed Dinuba
Translt to join up with Reedley for a
direct route between the bwo clbies.
Measure R funding has alse helped the
City of Tulare-add a roule to serve the
cily's new high school and work with
the City of Visalis to offer more fregquent
roundtrip service between the two citkes
using an express roule. The City of
Porterviile has used Measure R funds io
purchase a CNG bus and olfset the
costs of o new bus route in northeas:-
ern Fortervilke,

Last year, the Measure R Expenditure
Plan was amended with unanimous
support from all city councils in Tulare
County to allow this 14 percent funding
category to inchude &3 million for a Radl
Right-of-Way Preservation Fund, The
fund was created in case the dollars are
needed to preserve rall right-of-way, a

key factor in economic deveipment.

. Measure' R funds have not
willl beuntil all other avenues hive heen
exhausted,

It's important for us on the Ciltzens”

t Commities (o make sure
mmourmk on the com-
mittee. A big part ol gur role is providing
input on Measure R implementation
and advising the Tulare County
Trenaportation Authordty i and when
the expenditure plan needs W0 be
reviewed 0 ensure Lhat the funds are
b rracinmiged.

We twvite you Lo jdn ws el our next
Cluzens” Cversighl Commumitise mesting
at 12 pm. on Nov, 8 at the Tulure
County  Administration  Bullding in
Visalia. We also encournge amyone who
woald Hke to contact members ol our
committes to do so through the Tulare
County Assoclation of Governments at
B24-7274. For more information. visit
TCMeasureR.com.

Dave Harrald is Meqsure R Cifizens'
Cuergight Commibies member and past
chuirrman



