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First Amendment quote

“Diversity s embedded in demnc-
racy (e plurtbus urmim - ot of many,
onu), but true inclusion i 2l an

s poal in 100 MmNy NewsrOOMmSs
= and boardrooms.”
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As n member and past
chairman of the Measure
R Citizens” Oversight Com-
mittes, | woazkd like to let
everyone know about the
greal work that s happen-
mjt in Tulare County aa &
result of Measure R, Oor
committee meets quartarly,
and our & 1o inform
the pww:. about Measws R
and ensure that funds are
spent as promised to the
puhbic. For thoss of us who
trive to work ar run errands
each day, It's ey to tell that
Measure R i inproving owr
ronds a5 wa ware promised.
Bt T4 like o poing out that
it's alwo doing a fot more.

Fmﬂ‘l:wnrrunl: of Mea-
sure R funding is set aside
for transit, hike, pedestrian
and environmental praj-
ects, This funding cat
aims to link r ol bike

systems, provide increased and Visalia

transil service and iovesi
in environmental mitiga-
tion. In the past three years,
many fransst improvements
have beon made, and Iru

mm - rf“ nmg

nnw an wl'l-atwill r:m
regional trail project funded
by Measure R. It's called the
Santn Fe Trail Connection,
and this 15mile trail will
preserve the existing rail-
road oorridor and link the
downtown arcas of Tulare
—  first for our
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Measure R provides healthy alternative

county. Tulare County, the
city of Visalis, the city of
Tulare and TCAG have all

rinered on the connection

m ity Avenug to
amﬂ??ﬂ’:; an excht-
ing project, end we hope to
see you af the worlshop on
it later this year, Look for
detnils on that public meet-
i b

uref com,

This funding category has
also allowed agencies to
minke 1 Improve-
ments to our fransit services
throughout Tulare County
as o resull of Measure R,
This funding has allowed
‘Visalin Transit to expand its
Route 7 1o include preas in
north Visalin, purchase two
buses and increase its oper-

hours to 630 pm. on
ays. It has also allowed
Dinuba Transit to join up
with Reodley for a direct

Measure R is improving our
roads as promised; it also finances
transit, bike, pedestrian and
environmental projects

ronste bebween the two cities.
Measur B funding has also
helped thit city of Tulare add
amoute o serve the city's new
high school and work with
the city of Visalia to offer
mare frequent roundtrip ser-
vice between the two cities
using an express mute. The
city of Porterville has wused
Megsure R funds to pur
chase 8 CHG bus and offset
the costs of B new bus roube
In northeastern Porterville,
Last year, the Measure
R Expenditure Plan was
rmended with unanimous
support from all city coun-

ahhl?'l'hlare Ewht:ll.grd:n allerw
4 percent g cal-
egory 1o include §3 million
for a Rail Right-of-Way Pres-
ervation Fund. The fund was
created in case the dollars
are neaded to preserve rail
right of way, a key (actor
in economic development
Currently, Measure R funds
have not been authorized
for this wse, and none will be
until all other avenues have
been exhausted.

I¥'s impartant for us on the
Citzens’ Oversight Commit-
ted In make sure everyons
knows our mole on the com-

mittee. A big part of our role
is providing input on Men-
swre R implementstion and
advising thoe Tulare Counfy
Traunsportation Authority if
and when the expenditure
plon neads w be reviewed
to ensure that the funds are
being maxmmired. We invite
woiln to join us at our next Cit-
izena’ Crversight Commities
mesting at noon an Mow, f
a? the Tilare C Admin-
istration Bazilding in Visalia.
W also encourage amyone
who would like to contact
members of our committes
to do 0 through the Tulare
County Association of Gow-
emments ot 556-624-7274
For mome information, visit
TCMeasureR com,

= Duave Harmid is a mimber
and past chairman of the
Mieasure R Citizens’ Cher-
elphe Comrmittee.



