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Topay's EDITORIAL
Car insurance
by the mile

An appealing pay-asyougo
program could come to California

dd political bedfellows may Fimd

agreement on stale lnmurance Com-

missioner Steve Puizner's decision

this week to authorize mileage veri-

Mcation so matoriats can purchass
car insurance the way they do gasoline,

Mr. Potmer seeks to bring tn California a pay-as-
you-driv'e program similar 1o ong operating in Texas.
Colifornia®s existing law alresdy authorizes insirs
ance Tales to be partly based on mileage. Put Mr
Poizner's idea takes that to the nexwi stage, without
dicisting particulnrs, another reason to ke i Any
timi the state Inesens B3 grip on private behavior,
's & @ep wward feosdom and wway fom statisn
comirol

Simce Insl yesr. Texans have enjoyed a plan called
MileMeter in which motorisis can purchase six-
month vehicle msurance policies and choose rom
nptions. of 10006000 miles. 1 they cxhaast par
chased miles, thoy can buy more

Republican Mr. Poizner appears intent on enticing
Califormians to drive less by tying msarance costs
proportionately 1o (beir driving habiis. That's why
organiztions like the Envireamental Defense Pund
and Consumer Action reportedly are supportive
They see modorists allering habits 1o save money,
thereby creating lgas air pollution and trffic con-
gestion and fewer collisions. A Brookings Institution
study found that drivieg would decresse 8 percemt
nationwide and oil comsmption 4 percent i ol mo-
turists pald Tor tseir msurasce by the mile.

California naurers State Farm, Allstste and Pro-
gressive haven't decided vet whether to offer pay-
a-yor-drive coverage, which could be partly based
on age or type of vehicle, as well os miles driven
Bai the program might open new competitive mar-
ke for carriers

MileMeter founder and CEO Chris Gay 10dd ihe
Sacramento Bee that be expects to bring his busi-
ness bo Cabifendn to sddress “half the market oal
there _ being and usderterved "

Ome shortcoming for Califormis insurers umder
current lnw is they Iack muthority tn verify modor
ists’ milongo esiimates, relying imstoad on an bonar
system open o sbuse. The new regulations offer
insurers — mnid consumers — (ke el i ol
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Measure R provides healthy alternative

& & member and past

choirman af the Mes-

sire R Clrizens® Over-
sight Come-
mittee, 1
wodd Like to
et everyons
know aboat
the great
wark that is
happening in
Tulare Condy
=8 b result af
Measure B.

{hur com-

mittee movis
guarterly and
UUT PEFRHRELE
ia 1o imform the pablic shout
M H and ensuare that

mileage-verifled plans along with mileape-estimaled
prices

The néw regulations allow lor inspections (o verily
odometer readings by insurers” agents, smog-check
stntions, DMV records, repair shops, even devices
placed on vehiclea. But devices to collect mfurma-
taan about vehicle lncation are prokibited

Changing motortsts” habdes isn't ear coneem. Prop-
wrly it shiubdn't b government s, edbir. But we Tind
carsefves among odd bedfellows because we like
Mr Palmer's scheme. 1 letsens government control
while permitting more market alternatives.

T

v siiving o Seustvem Lidsew Coursty o3 b
an even Bether plaoe in which dn e

Whark Farsoms, (oo

fuends are spent o promised o
the pablic. For those of us who
drive to work or ran erronds
each duy, iU's casy 1o tell that
Measare R is improving sar
raaids &5 we wire promised.
Bait ['df like 1o podnd oul that
i1°s also doing # 1ot more.

The City of Porterville has
wsed Measure | funds to pur-
chasa n CNG buas nnd affset
the costs of o new bas route in
northeastern Porterville

Frartsen percent of Mes-
gure | funding is se1 aside for
transil, ke, pedestrinn and
enyvironmental propecis. This
funding categoey amms to link
regional bike systema, provide
mcreased tramsit service and
Imvesl in environmental miti-
gation

In the past three yeors,
many transk iImprovements
lave been made and I'm excit-
ed to report that development

wark is happening now on
what will be the (irst regianal
trail project funded by Mea-
sare B.

1t's called the Santa Fe Trail
Connection and this 15-mile
tradl will preserve the exist-
img ratlroad éorridor and link
the duwntawn areas of Tulare
and Viealin — a lirst Tor cur
county.

Tulare County, the City al
Visalia, the Cily of Tulare and
TCAL have all partnered on
the conmectian lrom Prosper-
Ity Avenoe to Avenue 272 Tt
an exciting project and we
haspe 1o see you ot tbe work-
shop on it later this year. Look
for details on that public meet-
ng a8 they are announced ag
TCMeasureR.com.

This funding category haa
also allowed agencies 10 make
tremendous improvements o
oisr Iransit services through-
oul Tulore Cownty os a resull
of Moasure R.

This funding has allowed
Visalia Transit 1o expand its
Houte 7 tn include areas in
narih Visalin, purchase two
Buises and increase il operat-
ing hours (o 630 p.m. on Sun-
days.

It has alss allowed Dinuba
Transit 1o join up with Reedley
lar a direct roate beiween the
two cities. Measure i fund-
ing has slso helped the City
of Talare add o route to serve
the cuty's new high schoal amd
work with the City of Visalia
ik ailfer more [requent round-
irip service between the two
cities uking =n express rogte

Lasg vear, the Measure B Ex-
pondiiure Plan was smonded
with unanimous suppert from
all ity councils in Tulare
County o allow this 14 percent
Tunding category o include §3
millisn for & Rail Right-of-Way
Preservation Fumsd

The fund was created in
case the dollars are needed 1o
proserve mail rght-of-way, &
key factor in economic devel:
epmeat. Carrently, Measire
R funds have ot been suthe-
rized for this use and none will
be until all sther avenses have
heen exhausiod

It's important for @3 an tse
Citimens” (hversight Commitbes
Lo make sare everyone kbows
our rale on the commitbes, A
g part of our robe b8 providing
impust on Measure B implemen-
tation and advismg the Talars
County Transportation Author-
ity if mnd when the expenditure
plan needs 1o be reviewed o
enaure ikat the funds are being
manimized

W mwite you to join os &l
our et Citkesns Oversight
Commiliee meeting af 12 pm
on Nov. ¥ o1 ibe Talare County
Administration Bailding in
Visslia

We alio encourage aRyone
whin would like to contact mem:
bera of our comminee to do
so throuagh the Tulare County
Association of Qovernments at
S59-624-TIT4 For mare infar-
mation, visit TCMeosureR com.

'bl:lnllllhnu i & Measare
mamber snd past chalrman,



